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r Frederick Jackson Turner was an extremely influential U.S. historian, who is
best known for his "frontier thesis", which proposed that American 
democracy was profoundly shaped by the existence of an undeveloped 
frontier area from the founding through the 1880s. He originally put forth his 
idea in the essay "The Significance of the Frontier in American History", 
published just three years after the frontier was "officially closed" in 1890. 
He continued to elaborate on the frontier thesis as well as the influence of 
sectionalism, and the unique contributions of the Midwest to American 
democracy. His theory and other writings are still debated by modern day 
historians. This work, The Frontier in American History, collects a number of
Turner's essays and speeches, including "The Significance of the Frontier in 
American History." 

Read by {Josh Kirsh and Colleen McMahon.  Total running time: 19:16:53

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, 
or modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 
librivox.org.
Cover picture by George Caleb Bihgham  1851 . Daniel Boone escorting 
Settlers through Cumberland Gap and Death of Tecumseh  lithograh 1813. 
Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life 
+70 yrs laws. Cover design by Annise. This design is in the public domain. 

T
h

e
 F

ro
n

tie
r in

 A
m

e
ric

a
n

 H
is

to
ry

  F
re

d
e

ric
k

 J
 T

u
rn

e
r


